The Importance of Reproducibility in Plastic Surgery Research.
With the advent of big data and database-driven research, the need for reproducible methods has become especially relevant. Given the rise of evidence-based practice, it is crucial to ensure that findings making use of big data can be consistently replicated by other physician-scientists. A call for transparency and reproducibility must occur at the individual, institutional, and national levels. Given the rising popularity of national and large databases in research, the responsibility of authors to ensure reproducibility of clinical research merits renewed discussion. In this article, the authors offer strategies to increase clinical research reproducibility at both the individual and institutional levels, within the context of plastic surgery.